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AGRICULTURE

Discussicn of agriculturel activities in the period reviewed focuses on the technical
aspect of field work--mechanization, tractor repairs, ete. Field work is now going
full tilt, says a RADYANSKA UKRAINA editorial on 25 March, and it appears at first
glance that the collective farms and machine-tractor stations have made adequate
preparations for it, "but the facts tell a different story." The number of
agricultural arees laboring under adverse technical conditions is vsomething & be
concerned about.® Dozens of tractors are said to be idle in MTS in Chernovets,

Sumy, and Chernigov oblasts for want of repairs, and tractor-repair work has
collapsed (zirvano remont traktoriv) in some rayons in Odessa Oblast.

There is also criticism of the way eauipment is repaired:

The same editorial also criticizes the quality of repair work, noting that "many
machines have to be sent back to the shop shortly after they appeer in the fiela.
The situation is aggraveted by a shortage of qualified tractor drivers which makes
it impossible to use available machinery for more than one shift a day. In the
western oblastg of the Ukraine ®far from all MIS" are technically prepared for field
work, and unnecessary delays appear inevitable. The effects of all this, the paper
concludes, ie already being felt (vse tse vzhe dalosya vznaki ).

A Rubnovsky article broadcast from Vinnitsa on 25 March warns against the nrepetition
of last year's mistakes® in stock breeding, fodder procurement, and tractor
meintenance. There is enough farming equipment in the oblast to mechanize practically
every type of sgricultural work, "he says, but much of it is in a state of disrepair
while the serviceable machinery is mot being properly utiiized or main*ained. Tractors
are often abused and "as a result need repairs before the set time.%

~lerated in many parts ofi the country,

za, Saratov, and an unspecified nunber
les, ®hile in Voronezk Oblast the work

c

slgw, inferior tractor vepair work is st2ll A4
according to IZVESTIA (26 March). Kursk, Fen
2T other oblasts are far behind repalr schedu ,

has deteriorated compared with last wear. Alsc lagging behind last year’'s achedules
nin ihe most important aspectis of the work" (po vazhneishim rabotam) are Tambov, Orel,
Smoiensk, Ryazan, Hirov, Kurpgan. and Omsk oblasts. Many collective and State farms
and MTS in Uzbekistan, Turlkmenia,., Kazakhstan, and Kirghizia, where f1ield work has

szl ready begun, have nct completed their preparatvions for spring sowing.

_1sting several areas as adversely affected by administrative "complacency and care-
lessness® [blagodushie i bezzabotnost), TRUD /28 March) urges a thorough check-up on the
srevaredness (gotovnost) of the MI'S and kolkhozes "before they take to the field.”

Tietd work will soon start in the central areas of the coantry, and progress may be
ranpered by the same technical shorteominge as in the south: we cannot afford to lese
a cingle day, a single hour.

PRAVDA's discusszon of prepareduess on the agricuitursl iromt 129 March) revesls g few
more lageging districts. In Chkalov oblast “the Lempes are slower than last year®
(tecmpy nizhe chem v prosghlom godu): in Moldavian SSR. Rostov Oblast, and elsewhere,
rroduction plans have uot yet been completed nor have tTnctor vrigades been told aboul
itheir production quotas. MNothinug hag heen done to alleyiate the shortape of skilled
Lractor drivers in Saratov and Voronezh oblasts or to eliminave +he serious stort-
comings discovered in Altal Krald

Only a creless aititude an the part of *the leader-
CPYRGHT ghip of 'r,hs:* Altai Xrai Executive (‘:omittee and the

krai's agriculrtural organs can explain the fact that
4 consideranle nurber of traciors have not yet been
repatired.
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Russian text:

Tolka bezzabom/m otnosheniem rukoveditelei Altaiskogo
CPYRGHT kxraispolkema is selskokhozaistvennykh organov kraya
mozhno obyasnit tot fakt, chto do sikh por zdes ne
otremontirovanc znachitelnoye Xkokichestvo traxtorov.

The central press criticism of agricultural vulnerabilities is =chced by all
regional transmitters, which carry almest identical camplaints about subjects
ranging from broken tractors and the lsck of qualified drivers to inadequate fodder
supplies and cattle losses. ’

SEVERNAYA PRAVDA (31 March) says that there are indications that northern Kostrama
oblast will not be prepared for field work on time since "the majority cf the machine-
tractor stations are intolerably backward.!" The paper seys that 10 April ie the
deadline for all preparatiems for field operations. A bresdcast from Kursk (81 March)
quotes KLRSKAYA PRAVDA as reporting that & recent sessicm of tha ot.ast Party
camittee found that the number of available tractors was inadequate for the work
ahead, that not all collective farms had procured the necesaary seed, and that li‘ttle
had been done about solving the qualified personnel problam.

A report from Poltavae (31 Maroh) lists 13 rayons where spring f£ield work "should be
in full swing by now" but is progressing slowly. Referenste is algo made to short-
comings other tham "slow tractor repairs" which affect the success of the sgowing
campaign, but the point is not amplified. STAVROPOLSKAYA FRAVDA (1 April) says
that techmnical facilities in the krai are becaming more abunédant but "an ‘intolersable
sltuation® still prevails at a number of machine-tracter stations, particularly in
pmitrievslky Rayon where "during the first day of work all the caterpillar tractors
broke down."®

Resuming the agricultural theme on 5 April, PRAVDA declares that field work will
soon start in central and southeast USSR, Siberia, and the vorthwest oblasts off
Kazakh SSR, and therefore it might be 2 gocd id=za to siudy the mistakes already
made in the southern part of the country and "to make the proper conclusions®
(sdelat sootvetstvuyushchie vyvody). Besides neglecting the maintenance of farm
equipment, a number of southern districts @lso appear to "“underestimate"
{nedootsenivayut) the importance of varicus aspects ¢f agriculture. In Krasnodar
Krai, for example, only seven perceni of the peremnieal grass-sowing plan was
fulfilled by 31 March. Qne of the major shortcomings, however, is the low shift
output per tractor: "in a number of southern rayons the daily oucpat per 15-herse-
power tractor is only half of the prescribed eight hectarass."

There is comparatively Little discussion of the livestock industry beyond a
RADYANSKA UKRAINA editorial (2 apvil) devoted to that subject. The "serious
neglect of the fodder base" in a2 number of Ukrainian oblasts, says the paper, is
largely responsible for "the considerable less" of livestock and lew livestock
productivity. Reference ig made to the March plenary session of the Ukreainian
Party'!s Central Committee whieh is said ie have found the siock-breeding situatiem
in the Republic rather gloomy:

In a nuaber of oblasts, particularly in Chernigev, Zhitomir,
Suarg, and Kisv, a Qongiderable number of ravans failed Lo
CPYRGHT fulfill the plans for increasing livestock and [owl

Large quantities of steril cows and pigs are tolerated as
well as livestoek losses, especially of young stock, which
brings great losgses to the State and t< kolkhcues.
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Ukrainian text:

Ryadi oblastey, osoblivo na Shermigovshchyni, Zhitomirshchyni,
CPYRGHT sumshehyai i kiyevshchyni znachna chastyna rayoniv ne vyko-

nala planiv rostu matochnogc poholivya 1 rozvitku ptashiv-
nytstva, dopuskaitsya velyka yalovist kxoriv . sviney; zahibel
khudoby, okrema molodnyaka, shcho zadaye velychezny shkody
derzhavi 1 kolgospam.

IZVESTIA (5 April) says that the progress of the livestock industry 1s "unsu is-
factory,® pariicularly in Krasnodar Krai and Vinniise Oblast. Fodder procurement is
said to be lagging far behind zchedule in Kherson Oblast and in the southern areas
of Kazekhstan. The Kazakh agricultural authorities are cautioned against the
practice of relegating fodder procurement to a secondary place in their field opara-
tions, while the Republic's Ministry of Agriculture is castiga*ed for its short
RAROTY S

One gains the impression ‘hat the leaders and specialiats
CPYRGHT of the Ministry of Agriculture and Agricultural Stocis
have already forgotten the lessons of last winter, when
many collective farms experiemcad a fodder shoriage.

Russian text:

Sozdayetsya vpechatlenie, chto rukovoditelii i spetsialisty
CPYRGHT Ministerstva selskogo khozaistva i zagotovok respubliki

uspeli zabyt uroki minuvehei zimovki, kogda mmogile
kolkhozy ispytyvali nedostatck kormov.

The irrigation of reclaimed arid lands is not proceeding according 1o plan in
Kirghizia Uzbekistan, Kara-Kalpakisa, and other places, according to PRAVDA

(25 March). One of the major shoricominge in this respect is the failure to make
adequete use of the availeble earth-digging machinery, which hampers the change-
over to the new irricetion svstem. 7Tt m @&lsc revealed that the irrigation
i{nstallations bullt in the Don Rirer area and the centrsl tleck-soil belt

were so defective that "the very <irst enrush of water knocked them out of

commission" (pri pervom zhe propuske vody vykhodili iz stioya).

Potato and vegetable growing is not given the attention it calls for, aecording to
TZVESTIA (24 March). The local Soviets muet look into this branch of agriculture,
particularly in Saratoyv, Kuibyshev, Sverdlovsk, and Tula cblasts where 11 has been
groasly neglected. In Molctev Oblast, fer =xample, the land allocated for potatoes
and vegetables has actually been reduced instead of being expanded acecording to
plen. Production must be stepped up at sll costs, the paper urges, axd the test
way of achieving that is %o creats a n2twork of hot-houses in the collective farms
and the land plots assigned to city orgaunizations for their own ugce.

KTEVSKA PRAVDA (28 March) ccmplains that “insufficient attention ig devoted to the
production of vegetables in Ki=v cblast™ and that the yields are therefore below
the planned figures. This paper, tco, stresses the importance cf het~hoursa for
raising potato and vegeteble crops, and wonders why the local authorities in most
of the oblast's rayons do nct take tnem seriously:

In Brovarskiy Rayon alone only =ight percent of the
CPYRGHT munber of hot-hcuse frames necessary for growing early
vegetables and only five percent of the necessary
amount of peat-humus have been prepared so ar.
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Following are extracts fram complaints about varicus agrizultural deficiencies aired
on the regional trarsmitters during the past twc weeka:

AR08 eSS P N Y and
|-;‘.er‘t.ilzlzmrs and did not cmlht he Eregaration of mﬂngg;x for field work
RADYANSKE PODILIYE);

] CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT

KCMMU‘JIZMA editoriall,

3 April-q4Tractors are not used satisfactorilv at many hechine-tractor st

k%m:_‘ (%= 2T TC S § 17§ S Y ST AR TCA ) DY D 1 ST SR U8 £V 11120 S o (DR WAL CPYRGHT
A £z Extremns. ST ogr i de in Tegard 32 the spripg sowing |
Aazakhstan Obhlast W%T&NSVJY}‘ PRAVDA editczial’.

campalgn 1in Sout

WELFARE ACTIVITIES

For the Good of the Pecple (dlya blaga narcda) is the gist of the centosl and regional
comment on the latest reduction of prices on consumer good: published on the first

of the month. Therée "is unusual P.'nphn.;ls on the imprcoved availability of massa-
consumption goods and on th: faci that the Sovier p=2cpis ara Yen the way to

abundance® {po puti k izobiliu). The burst of propaganda fellowing “he price
veductions announcement has supplisd some specific figurss--- rare phenarencn in
Soviet propaganda treatment of the weli-teing theme.

On 3 April PRAVDA fronipag=d 2 raport fror the *Urzi-mash-zavod®™ piart under the
titie "This Is How A Worker's Family Livas® (Tak Zbara+ Ratcchsya kﬂuc,a) The
statement, mad: in the first person Ly 5 vlackamith ol Ths tells how the
rnew price reduction hss benefited hiz airzady “highe ST, For hisg
<,500-ruble monthiy earning. he says, his famaly of 1z racr o tong everything
1t needs:

Eatter, meat, milk, and cther prodil-. @r- n-- v
missing from cur Lable., The childrern ars woi:
CPYRGHT dressed and shod and have the uscessary *=xT flogs.
I bought & "Pcbeda® auvtomobile on my savings.
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Russian text:

U nes na stole ne perevodyatsya masle, myasc, moloke 1
CPYRGHT drugie produkty. Deti dobrotmo odety i obuty, obespecheny
uchebmikeami. Na svol trudovie sberezhenia ya kupil legko-
vuyu avtomashinu "Pcbeda.”

The price reductione, cortinues the blacksmith, will meen a yearly net gain tc his
family of 4,000 rubles, which will be used to buy cvercoats; suits of clothes,

and dresses for his “wc girls. It will also emable them tc attend the theaters more
frequently. (However, the blacksmith quoted abeve le sisc said tc be a Stalin Prize
winner and it is therefore safe toc assume that his sslary and other amerities,

being far greater than the average, carmot be used as & criterion for asseseing the
material well being c¢£ ordinary workers.)

Another innovation in propagandizing the growing standard of Ziving 18 the wide use
of pictures to show how everybody is buying everything. A1l the central papers
earry photegraphs showing the interiors cf large department siores {univermagi) in
Moccow and elsewhere packed with smiiing custcomers and doing 2 brisk business.
Prominence is given alsc tc dispatiches from many parts of the country ceuparing the
increased sales of household and other geeds wiih previous years and quoting the
expressions of gratitude tc the government and the Party bv organizatiors and
individual citizens.

TRUD {1 April) uses the cccasicn tc juxtapose the ®joycus and havpy 1ife® (radostnaya
i schasgtlivaya zhizn) under sceialism with the “"poverty, 1ack cf rights and war®
{nishcheta, bespravie i voyna) which spell capitalism. Dsvcoling the eatire gecond
and third pages tc this comparisor.. the paper "proves™ 1%s peint by arranging
appropriate repcrts, charts, and piclures depicling 4 1i1¥e of presperity 1n the
Soviet Union and a rapidiy detericravting ecomomic 3ituaticr 1n the capitallst world.
Ppposite +he photographs shewing Sceiet pespiz buying Tood s+uffs and delicacies is

a pictur:z of unemploy<ed French werkers with Tarn ¢ontalners in the1r bpanids waiting
in lime for free soap. The chart showing increapiug sales cf ali scrtg of consumer
cammodities in the USSR 1s placed alcagside a dowrward curve tracing the £all of the
doilér~value from its prewar 100 ¢ents To the "rresent 32 fents,™ and sc oh.

Central egdtorial; Sopmamt. a0 contains compar: tive iadexz: cof
2tERRHG orbrbel dolevgs iy fenfined 1o the bright present and s°
ifi the DSSR.. AS'PRAVDA peints out on 1 April’ the present pri 1

become “particularly palpable? (oscbhbermo cshehutime skAazhetsya) nfter the new harvest
when ihe rapid stream of potatoes, vagetables, and fralt rzachss the storss, stands,
and dining rooms. The new reduced prices or elsctrical applilances. vaduum cleaners,
washing machines, etc ., says the paper, tastify to the Farty's and government's
desire "to ease ihe Lot of Sxviet hongewivas (¥

the East-West living
1L brighter Hitdre

1i
c

C

The prodigicus reglenal cutdnt @a "he welisrs thems fciion: th2 i1ne set by the
Moescow radis and press. An ar;‘;:i:-:}.e hy Ukrairian Minister ~U Trade Zaporszhats,
publiished in RADYANSKA UNAAIMA < 1 &pril and bproadeast from Kier om brog sam2 day .
repeats the familiar elstims of unprscedented popular prosperity.  The Msrainian
people, sgays the Ministier, are geing tc get plenty of everything. iriiuding such
durahls gceds as washing machimez and talovision sets. Mors ooasumesy 2% 2US ars
already avallabie, and the ¢cniinacus lmprovement i the wock of the retail trade
network and the lceal znd ngsperative indastriss wiil make ther sT11l more pesntifuls

That is why'dn 1953 the Ukraipiar <1ty trads nerwork
alcne p'aps tc openr 510 stores, stand: and pablic
CPYRGHT autri tich epterprises, and 820 =nterprises will be
opened by the Ukrsinian Cooperative Scciwty.

UNCLASS IF IED
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Ukrainian Text:

Os® chomu vzhe v 1953 rctsi tilky v systemi mistsevykh
CPYRGHT torgiv Ukrainy dedatkove bude vidkryto 510 magazyniv,
larkiv i pidpryemstv gromadskogo kharchuvennya i v

systemni Ukoopspilky--820-pidpryemstv.

A TASS trensmission on 3 April gquotes the Ukrainian Food Minister Gritsyuk as telling
his people that available suppliee of canned vegetables are 50 percent greater than
lagt year and that the output of tomato julce has doubled carpared with laat year.
Twenty-three new foud-producing enterprises will be commissiomed this year compared
with the 30 built since the begimming of the current five-year plan. Modern
technology 1s already being ‘ntroduced into foocd-processing factories and still
further mechanization and ®"a_.cmatization® of ccnsumer producticn visualized.

An atmosphere of optimism is reflected also in regional discuession of local welfare
including such related topics as improved medical services for the workers, moge.
libraries, swimming pools, sport facilities, and even comfortable excursions in -
*luxury® boata on the Dnieper. A report from Dagheatan ASSR (Makhach Kala,

31 March) speaks of the numerous pediatricians, surgecns, X-ray mechine operators,
gynecologists, and sthers at work in the local medical society.

Chernoshov, broadoasting from Tambov on 2 Aprii. teils cof the new weaving and
clothing factories going up in Michurinsk and elsewhere in tne cblast and promises
an increase of Z0-million rubles® worth of consumer geods cver 1last year. An
announcement broadcasi from Simferopcl on 6 April calls on the Soviet citizens to
take advantage of the improved sea tramsportation. The steamship ®Petr Veliki,®
it says, "is different frcm other passenger ships. Tt bhas a gwimming pool,
camfortable restaurants with a great variety of disnss ... table games, a barber
shop ... bathe and showers.®

IDENLOGICAL ACTIVITIES

The cutput on ideolggical themes i1z larzgely confined t¢ the need for a gensral
improvement of ideclogical work, greater attentionm t¢ the studies cof Marxism-
Leninism, mass political work, etc. There is virtualily nc reference, centrally
regiecnally, to the latest deveiopments in ths dectors'! ®pleot® which produced the
release of the medical priscners and the arrest of thesir jaiiers. The vwigilance
campaign gets much less attention than a few weeks agc.

RADYANSKA UKRAINA (24 March} finds that ®elements ¢ scholasticise® (elementy
nachictnichestva) nave ncu yet been eliminated from ithe sccial sciences in the
Stalinc and cther unnamed universities of the Republic. A Kuroyedov article
published in PRAVDA on 24 March but no< broadcast reveals thut the "mo.speiization
of certain branches of science by some scientists® in Sverdicvsk Oblast has been
the ltarget of recent countermegsures by *the S*ate tut dass nct pursue the pcint:

A sericus struggle has be2n waged recsutly agains<
CPYRGHT manifestations of monopelization of certain branches
of scientific work by individual scientists.

Russian text:

Za posledneye vremya Provedena serycznaysa borda s
CPYRGHT proyavleniami monopolizatsii nekotorymi uchenymi
otdelnykh uchastkov nauchnoy raboty.

UNCLASSIFIED
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The aotivities of the oblast's scientific-research institutes and universities,
says the article, leave much room for improvement. This is particularly evident
in the philosophical faculty of the Ural Ctate University where the transition
from the "research into the philosophical systems of the past® (issledovanie
filosofskikh sistem proshlago) to the ectual philosophic issues of the present is
carried out "timidly and slowly" (robko i medlenno).

A KRASNOYE ZNAMYA editorial broadcast from Kharkov on 24 March asgserts that the
sericus shortcomings disclosed at a recent oviast Party session show that ®the
underestimation of ideological work survives ameng us.® Instruction in the political
schculs is still Inadequate and the personnel selected for agitation work emong the
people are said to be incampetent. The ideclogical content of mass-political wark,
in ghort, "does not meet the minimum desmnds,* and that applies also to the activities
of the Kharkcov writers, ariists, composers, and others. These intellectual workers
are called upon to foster the spirit of friendship among the peoples within the
country, to foster their vigilance against even the least manifestations of
Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism and stateless cocemopolitanism, and to "expose the
monstrous essence of Amerisan imperialism and its corroding man-hating ideology.®

Discussing Communist self-edudation, CHERNCMOSKA KGMMUNA (26 Maroh) declares
editorially thet “ingtances of perverse practice® among the independent Ccmmunist
students have been moted in Berezovskiy, Gayvoronskiy, Pervamaiskiy, Voroshilovskiy,
and a number of other rayons: *Oertain Ccmmunists use the form of independent
studies as a goreen to hide their passivity.® The familiar charges of "dogmatiem,
scholasticism, uncritical approach, objectivism; and distortion of Marxism-Leninism®
are leveled at oblast professors, lecturers, writers, and ccmposers who have not
met the increased demands of the peoples and are working “withcut having any

contact with one another.® It is the duty cf the inteliigentsia, the paper
continues, to instruct the people in the pcsitive aspects of Tommunist ideology

and at the gsame time tc warn them against the sinister influence of alien theories:

Ideological work aud its content must be almed at
revealing any manifestation of bourgecis ideoliogy.
CPYRGHT particularly Ukrainian tourgecis nationalism,
Zionism, and cosmcpolitanism ... and the ideology
of the mortal enemy of the people, the lurking
American imperialism. .

Ukrainian text:

Ideclogichna rabeta z svoim zmistom povymna dbuty
spryamovana na vykrytya bud-yskikh proyaviv burzhuaznoy

izmu, sionizmu i kosmopolitizmu ... i ideolegail
nailutshogo voroga lyudstva--amerykanskogce khyzhatskoge
imperializma.

PR

RADYANSKA UKRAINA (21 March) says that +the aualaty of ideolcogical prepaganda lags
venind the gquantitative output. In Stalinc Oblast, for exanple, mass ugitatiom
work has been entrusted to people whose background does not qualify them for such
important tacks, and the result is a general disirtegration ¢f propagafide WITK.
In Nikclayev Oblast, lhe propagande level appears o bs slil: lower sincs 1n many
cases the salient pcint of ideological educaticn--Russo-Ukrainiar {riendship--is
not played up az it should be:

In numercus instances agitation i1s nct yet ficiently

sul
slanted toward fostering a feeling of friendship of

+the (krainian and Great Russian people.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Ukrainian text:

V batatyckh vypadkakh agitatsia nedostanyo shohe
CPYRGHT spryamovane na vykhovannya pochuttiv druzhby narediv,
na zmitsnennya druzhby ukrainskogo narcdu z velykim
rossiyskim narodom.

Rugmo-Azerbaljani Friendship is the obJect of discusslon in a Bagirov arw.ile

(6 April) in the theoretical journal of the Azerbaijan Party, TEBLIGATCI JURNALI.
The friendly relations between the two natiomns are traced back to 1770 when

Safali Khan "solemnly promised to remain loyal to Russia until the end of his life."
Russian rule has always been benevolent to the people of Azerbaijan and the other
peripheral nationalities, according to Bagirov. Even in the rest of the Caudasus,
Russian "annexation was in complete harmony with the wishes of the peoples of
Georgia and Armenia.” There is not a single progreseive person in Azerbaijan today,
it is claimed, who does not ®cherish a deep love for the Russian pecple, the
Russian language," and Jjust like the other non-Russian minorities thies Republic
owes a great deal to Russian civilization. It is in the peripheral Republics

also, Bagirov intimates, that ideologicel vigilance and "alertness™ must be kept

at a high pitch so that "spies. saboteurs, subversive elements, and terrorists

gent into the country by external intelligence organs" may be apprehended and
puniched.
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